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The Soviet Union sought and seeks the aid of science in
every branch of human activity. No country in the world
holds science in higher esteem or provides its scientists with
better and more ample equipment.

This is natural and inevitable in a land wheie the con-
ception of the role of science m the organization of society
is new and different. In Western countries science is not
legaided as a necessary part of social organization.
Merchants, soldiers, lawyers, landed proprietors, or clergy
have little understanding of the principles or practice of
science They distrust it 01 ignore ii. Factory operatives
join in the distiust: science for them is the source of
wealth-pi educing and labour-saving machine: y where
otheis get the wealth and they the unemployment.

The root of the trouble lies to a gieat extent in the training
of our politicians, and chiefly of our administrators, who arc
not supposed to icqmre even a bowing acquaintance with
science - the ancient classics, ancient and modern history
and literature, with perhaps a modicum of economics, are
deemed sufficient Tins training teaches how men and
affairs weie managed in the past, and gives facility of speech
on public platfoims and skill on committees. It is excellent
as far as it goes, but insufficient, especially for administrators,
in view of the possibilities and achievements of modern
science

Western politicians and administrators do not, in theory
at least, regard science and technology as essential parts of
social organization. They can imagine a satisfactory
civilization without them. The fact of the inevitable and
unrelieved drudgery involved in such civilization does not
daunt them.

In practice, of course, politicians know that it is necessary
to organize State departments for scientific research.
Science has entered into contemporary conceptions of
government in our Western societies. It has not per-
meated them. Wheie we encourage science, we do it with
half a heart.

Tsarist Russia was many steps behind even the Western
countiies in its attitude to science. It had, indeed, its
scientists and its Academy of Sciences, founded by Peter the